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INTRODUCTION

Interpretation design and structure

Principles and Guidelines

Heritage interpretation is a process of presenting an area’s values
and signiﬁcance and bringing it to life. It’s about making the heritage
accessible, meaningful and memorable, and establishing the important
connections with a ‘sense of place’.

The process of developing interpretive concepts relies heavily on the
inherent values and signiﬁcance of the site. Heritage interpretation
should refer to the tangible heritage values such as remaining buildings
and places, as well as intangible heritage such as stories, characters and
memories.

Interpretive design is the process of establishing a structure between
place, story and visitors. It is the process of communication that
considers the values of a place, the relevant stories and the proﬁle and
behaviour of the visitors. This is sometimes referred to as “meaning
making”. In other words, creating a sense of meaning and connection
with a place and its signiﬁcance.
The technique of doing this is to develop clear themes or storylines,
based on an Overarching Interpretive Direction or concept. This
Interpretive Direction, can in larger areas such as the Queen’s Wharf
Development area, be divided into zones within which relevant themes
and storylines are presented in a coherent and systematic manner.
The Overarching Interpretive Direction for the Ridgeline and Queens
Wharf sections is:
Brisbane’s early penal and colonial developments are critical in
understanding the birth and growth of Brisbane as a thriving city.
They are much more that the actual bricks, stone and mortar. They
illustrate how Brisbane grew from a penal colony to a trading town
to a capital city with control over a vast and wealthy estate. And
importantly, they provide us with memories or reminders of past
times, activities, governance, attitudes and community aspirations.
The Interpretive Zones that support the Interpretive Direction are:
• Birthplace of Brisbane
• Growth of a Town
• Colonial Government
• Civil Society
• Entrepreneurs and Politicians

Recognised guidelines are critical in the development of any interpretive
outcomes. These include:
• The Ename Charter: ICOMOS Charter for the Interpretation and
Preservation of Cultural Heritage Sites (2007)
• The Burra Charter: The Australia ICOMOS Charter for Places of
Cultural Signiﬁcance.
The Ename Charter provides seven key principles that are highly
relevant.
1. Access and Understanding
Interpretation and presentation programs should facilitate physical
and intellectual access by the public to cultural heritage sites.
2. Information Sources
Interpretation and presentation should be based on evidence
gathered through accepted scientiﬁc and scholarly methods as well
as from living cultural traditions.
3. Context and Setting
The Interpretation and presentation of cultural heritage sites should
relate to their wider social, cultural, historical, and natural contexts
and settings.
4. Authenticity
The Interpretation and presentation of cultural heritage sites must
respect the basic tenets of authenticity
5. Sustainability
The interpretation plan for a cultural heritage site must be sensitive
to its natural and cultural environment, with social, ﬁnancial, and
environmental sustainability among its central goals.
6. Inclusiveness
The interpretation and presentation of cultural heritage sites
must be the result of meaningful collaboration between heritage
professionals, host and associated communities, and other
stakeholders.
7. Research, Training and Evaluation
Continuing research, training, and evaluation are essential
components of the interpretation of a cultural heritage site.

In addition, the interpretation should be designed and developed
in accordance with the following broad guidelines that are part of
contemporary heritage interpretation Best Practice:
• The interpretation should address the broader social, cultural,
spiritual and contextual signiﬁcance of the site.
• The interpretation should be appropriate for the site, and not
detract from its values and aesthetics. This includes adhering to any
conservation guidelines regarding ﬁxings and other potential physical
impacts of the interpretation elements.
• The interpretation should be attractive and engage with a variety of
audiences.
• The interpretation should make meaning of place by presenting both
the physical and tangible signiﬁcance as well as human-based and
experiential stories.
• The interpretation should be authentic and based on solid and
accurate research.
• The interpretation should foster the public understanding of cultural
values and the importance of heritage conservation.
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Stage 2 Report details

Background documents

This Stage 2 report provides a heritage interpretation structure for the
Heritage Precinct and sections of the Queens Wharf area, and mainly
deals with non-Indigenous heritage. The previous Stage 1 provides an
interpretation structure for the Foreshore area including the Mangrove
Walkway through to Queens Wharf, and mainly deals with Indigenous
heritage.

The heritage interpretation proposals presented in this document have
considered the various background design documents that overlay
the precinct, with speciﬁc recommendations presented at the relevant
locations. These reports include:

The report provides details of the PDA Development Compliance
Conditions, and the responses in order to satisfy these conditions. This
includes reference to the relevant background POD documents, and in
particular the Heritage Interpretation Strategy which is the basis for the
Indigenous and non-Indigenous areas.
The report is based around ﬁve interpretive zones, which provide a
logic and structure for the interpretation. Interpretive themes for each
location are then provided, which are expressed as a simple header, with
a brief supporting explanatory phrase that provides an insight into the
relevant story angle or approach. A brief summary of relevant content
is also listed. It should be noted that this content is not intended as
actual storylines or text for any proposed interpretive media. It is simply
a resource from which the interpretive text, scripts, media etc. can be
drawn.
This report also presents concepts and initial suggestions for interpretive
media, however this is only for the area currently under review for
approval. This includes:
• Queens Wharf Plaza
• Queens Wharf Road
• Commissariat Store
• Miller Park
• Former DPI Building
• Government Printery and Courtyard
• Harris Terrace
• The Mansions
Details for the remaining locations will be provided as required.
Once approved, subsequent design tasks include:
• Further consultation with relevant stakeholders (speciﬁcally the
nominated representatives of the Aboriginal communities for relevant
interpretive elements)
• Liaison with other design groups to develop integrated design
outcomes
• Design development of concepts to be provided for ﬁnal approval
• Documentation of approved designs, ready for manufacture and
installation.

POD Landscape Concept Report (Urbis and CUSP, 30.11.2017)
Six critical areas require special consideration for the heritage
interpretation. These are:
• The ‘Ribbon’ - which is a key landscape feature/ paving strategy
that runs through the centre of the precinct that will serve as both
a wayﬁnding device and as a conduit for heritage interpretation
elements.
• Victoria Plaza - artwork/sculpture should be incorporation of at
key moments, particularly entrance overlooking William Street and
Victoria Plaza, and the World War II air raid shelter as the ’The Bomb
Shelter Bar’ to help activate the corner of William Street and Victoria
Plaza
• Queens Wharf Road - where the paving design should celebrate and
identify its original geometry as Brisbane’s ﬁrst street
• Queens Wharf Plaza - where art work and hardscape materiality
will reinforce and celebrate the signiﬁcance of the “Birthplace
of Brisbane”, and will be created as a formal setting for the
Commissariat Store and former DPI Building and as a space that is
programmable for events.
• Brisbane Steps - which will provide a strongly activated connection
up and down its route, as well across in the adjoining IRD and the
former DPI building.
• Miller Park - which will also provide a pedestrian link between the
Ridgeline precinct and Queens Wharf Plaza

Archaeological Management Plan (Urbis, 29.01.2018)
This report provides archaeological information for each sub-precinct.
Areas of high archaeological potential include:
• Harris Terrace, early streets of Brisbane and portions of the 1916
extension to the former DPI building (Sub-precinct 1A)
• William Street retaining wall including the air-raid shelter and toilet
block, and early streets of Brisbane (Sub-precinct 1B)
• William Street, Queens Wharf Road and retaining walls (
Sub-precinct 1C)
• Queens Wharf Plaza and Queens Wharf Road (Sub-precincts 1D)
• Commissariat Store, Former DPI building, the Mansions, Former
Government Printing Ofﬁce Courtyard, and the early surrounding
streets of Brisbane (Sub-precinct 1H)
• Miller Park and the adjacent section of William Street (Sub-precinct 1I)
• Portions of roads around the Treasury Building, Land Administration
Building and the Former State Library (Sub-precincts 2A, 2B and 2C)
• Portions of George, William, Margaret and Alice Streets (Sub-precinct 3)
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Early Works Historical Archaeological Report (Urbis,
11.07.2018)
The archaeological ﬁnds in this study were from the late 19th century
through to the present day. Items found included street layers, stone
kerbing, stone paving, service pits and chambers, walls and footings,
bottles and ceramics, electrical paraphernalia with historical associations.
The results provided information about the evolution of civil works in
Brisbane and the layout of the Moreton Bay Penal Settlement, as well
as subsequent civic improvement including water supply, drainage,
electrical, telecommunications and surface improvements to the streets
including evolving street layers and use of stone kerbstones.
This archaeological work is in addition to the important discoveries
made in the 1980s of the Edison Tubes that along William Street.
The report makes speciﬁc recommendations that ﬁndings of the
research should be included in the Heritage Interpretation Strategy, with
the potential to “assist with reuse of material and use of artefacts to aid
with the interpretation of the stories associated with the place”.

Heritage Interpretation Strategy (Urbis, 12.05.2017)
The report provides a broad structure and resource base for the
interpretation for the QWB precinct, with speciﬁc locations that should
be included in the on-site interpretive developments. This includes
approximately 12 locations along the foreshore and Mangrove walk that
focus on Indigenous themes, which are included in Stage 1 Foreshore
Heritage Interpretation Concepts.
The HIS also includes locations of non-Indigenous interpretive value,
including Queens Wharf, Commissariat Store, Miller Park, Queens Wharf
Road, Former State Library, Former DPI Building, Treasury Building,
Queen’s Gardens, Land Administration Building, Government Printery
Courtyard, George Street Printery, Harris Terrace, The Mansions and
Bellevue Plaza.
A range of suggestions for potential interpretive media is also provided.

Compliance Conditions
The PDA Development Conditions Item 103 Compliance Assessment – Heritage Interpretation Strategy and Plans
refers to 10 points to be satisﬁed and issued to EDQ.
This Stage 2 Heritage Interpretation Concepts report is a detailed assessment of the heritage interpretation
opportunities within the Queens Wharf Development heritage area and addresses each of the Compliance
Assessment requirements.
It is important to note that the study area for this report covers sub precincts 1a,1b, 1c, 1d, 1h, hi, 2a, 2b and 2c.
The preceding Stage 1 report dealt with the Foreshore areas focussing on sub-precincts 1c, 1d, 1e,1f and 1g.
Condition

Details

Response

i.

Address the requirements and
recommendations of the Heritage
Interpretation Strategy, revision 8,
prepared by Urbis, dated 25.05.2017.

•

The Heritage Interpretation Strategy (HIS) by Urbis is to be used as the basis for all design
decisions.
The report highlights the key heritage items in the precinct and provides a useful set of
resource information, suggested themes and techniques/ media.

•

This report provides a clear interpretive structure for the site based on the recommendations of the HIS including
primary and secondary themes, content details, locations, potential media and initial concepts.

ii.

Provide locations for interpretative
media

•

The HIS presents a total of 18 indicative locations for signage, including 4 that are
outside the precinct i.e. in the grounds of QUT

•

This report presents interpretive themes, resource content, and potential interpretive media for all locations speciﬁed in
the HIS, plus additional locations in the Stage 1 (Foreshore) report

iii.

Deﬁne the route of the
interpretative trail

•

The HIS presents an indicative route of an interpretive trail, which is acknowledged may
change pending the ongoing design of the project

•

The interpretation can be experienced as a trail if so wished, particularly when following the ‘Ribbon’. However, as with
Stage 1, the interpretation can be experienced independently without any prior knowledge or experiences inherent in
an interpretive heritage trail.

iv.

Deﬁne the type of
interpretative media

•

The palette of interpretive media as presented in the HIS includes signage, plaques,
digital media such as augmented reality and QR codes, public art, landscaping elements,
object display and brochures.

•
•

Each location identiﬁed has suggestions for the potential form of interpretive media.
Several locations contain multiple and complimentary forms of interpretive media, each of which serves a speciﬁc
purpose in communicating the interpretive messages to the target audiences.
The proposals from other design groups, in particular landscape, public art and specialist lighting have been given
speciﬁc consideration, in order to add value to these design elements.

•

•
v.

Provide the content of
interpretative media

•

The HIS and relevant Conservation Management Plans are a good resource from which
to base the interpretive content

•
•

vi.

Demonstrate integration with proposed
wayﬁnding devices and public art,
where applicable

•

Wayﬁnding devices by Diadem and public art proposals by UAP need to be recognised
and factored into the interpretive design

•

•

vii.

Respond to the results of the
archaeological monitoring undertaken
in accordance with condition 108, titled
Archaeological Excavation Reports

•

Relevant reports that provide relevant archaeological information include:
– Archaeological Management Plan (Urbis, 29.01.2018)
– Early Works Historical Archaeological Report (Urbis, 11.07.2018)
– Maritime Archaeological Assessment, Queens Wharf, Queens Wharf Plaza, The
Landing and Bridge (Comber Consultants, 29.05.2018

Various resource documents were used as a resource base, with the speciﬁc objective to develop content that provides
an interesting context and meaning to the heritage places.
Interpretive themes (or storyline angles) are presented for each location, which are supported by a selection of relevant
content, from which the ﬁnal content can be drawn.
The designs and recommendations of all associated groups, in particular the landscape designs by Urbis and CUSP,
the wayﬁnding and signage designs by Diadem, the public art proposals by UAP and the specialist lighting by The
Flaming Beacon have been carefully examined and will be utilised in the development of the interpretive concepts and
recommendations
The HIS has been developed in co-ordination with the design team responsible for public realm, wayﬁnding and pubic
art. A layered PDF is attached to the Aconex (URB-DRW-LAN-PWD-01000_6) which overlays the strategy and key
concept elements for:
– Art
– Gateways/Precinct Entries
– Main Signage
– Connectivity
– Signiﬁcant Trees
– Lighting
– Heritage Interpretation

•

This was an accepted approach to bringing together all the elements for the approval and for meeting the requirements
of Condition 103 a) (vi) for Waterline Park and Goodwill Extension Area

•

Archaeological assessment considerations and potentials for interpretation are provided for each interpretation zone.

LOOK EAR

viii. Include suggestions for how these
results can be incorporated into
an interpretive program for the
Development
ix.

Ensure any proposal involving the
interpretation of Aboriginal cultural
heritage or archaeology is developed
in consultation with the Traditional
Owners

x.

Outline updated timeframes for
deliverables and milestones.

•

The involvement of local Traditional Owners is a requirement of two important Heritage
Interpretation protocol documents - the ICOMOS Ename Charter and the Interpretation
Australia guidelines for interpreting Aboriginal culture and country.
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•

Opportunities for Interpretive programs have been identiﬁed where appropriate, with associated suggestions. This is
particularly relevant for the Commissariat Building, the DPI Building, Queens Wharf Plaza, Queens Wharf Road and
Queen’s Gardens

•

Close consultation with both the Turrbal and Jagera Aboriginal communities has been an important part of this project.
This is particularly the case for Stage 1 of the project, which had a strong Aboriginal content, however this consultation
is continuing for all relevant components of this Stage 2

•

Timelines for deliverable and milestones will be based on the total project schedule, to ensure the effective integration
of all works.
The report will be updated to provide a table outlining the timeframes for deliverables and milestones, this will be
indicative only as the process will emerge and be iterative throughout detailed design and documentation stages.
Historical Research
– The historical research for the purposes of the interpretation plan is complete. However additional and more
detailed research will be conducted during the next stages of Design Development and Documentation which
will be conducted as part of the EDQ Submission for Condition 103 Part B. The proposed indicative outline of the
timeframes, deliverables and milestones is included at Attachment 1. Please note the timeframes are indicative only
as will vary according to the contracting of the work.
Ongoing engagement and consultation with relevant stakeholder groups;
– The consultation with the stakeholder groups and in particular the Traditional Owners is an ongoing process,
especially as we move into the Design Development and Documentation stages.
– Indicative timeframes are:
 Phase 1 - historical research for concepts heritage interpretation - complete Nov 2018
 Phase 2 - historical research and reafﬁrmation for detailed design of the heritage interpretation - complete
2019-2020

•
•

•

•

Engagement with broader stakeholder team.
– Consultation has occurred with Urbis historians and archaeologists, which has been the basis for much of the
report. DBC have also discussed the project with staff of the Royal Historical Society of Queensland and academics
from the University of Queensland. This will be continued throughout the Design Development and Documentation
stages.
– All stakeholders will be consulted and engaged adequately for design phase to proceed to construction
– Indicative timeframes are:
 Identify relevant stakeholders - on going
 Undertake initial engagement with stakeholders - complete by June 2019
 Information gathering from stakeholders - complete by June 2019
 Concept design consultation with stakeholders - end 2019
 Detailed design consultation with stakeholders - mid 2020
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SPECIAL DESIGN CONSIDERATION
THE ‘RIBBON’

Thefinallocationofthe'Ribbon'/
interpretativetrailissubjecttofurther
assessmentandapproval under
&onditions119PublicRealmand
Condition 103(b).

LOREM IPSUM DOLOR SIT

The proposed design of
the ‘Ribbon’ is shown as a
distinctive paving treatment of
variable width and intensity. It
is proposed that the ‘Ribbon’
paving treatment also include
text highlights and directions
that draw people’s attention to
and identify the main heritage
items and the associated
interpretive facilities.

LOREM IPSUM DOLOR SIT
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer
adipiscing elit, sed diam.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer
adipiscing elit, sed diam.

The ‘Ribbon’ concept as
proposed in the Urbis and CUSP
landscape plans is an interesting
wayﬁnding device that also
provides the opportunity to
direct people to nearby heritage
items. Starting at the Old
Treasury Building, the ‘Ribbon’
weaves its way through the
precinct, both through and
around the main buildings to the
IRD and the Mansions.

LOREM IPSUM DOLOR SIT
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer
adipiscing elit, sed diam.

LOREM IPSUM DOLOR SIT
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer
adipiscing elit, sed diam.
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LOCATION MAP
THEMES AND ZONES

COLONIAL
GOVERNMENT
ZONE

CIVIL SOCIETY
ZONE

COLONIAL
GOVERNMENT
ZONE

ENTREPRENEURS
& POLITICIANS
ZONE

IRD

IRD

GROWTH
OF A TOWN
ZONE

BIRTHPLACE
OF BRISBANE
ZONE
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BIRTHPLACE
OF BRISBANE
ZONE

BIRTHPLACE OF BRISBANE ZONE
THEMES AND CONCEPTS
Queens Wharf and surrounds were the original access point for
goods and passengers in and out of colonial Brisbane’s gateway
of goods and people. As the colony grew, Brisbane and Morton
Bay (and by default the Queens Wharf area) was considered to be
the outlet a vast tract of land and its potential produce.
The interpretation in this area will highlight the signiﬁcance of
the area, and in particular the relationship between the wharf
and the adjacent buildings that were positioned to service and
manage the movement of goods and people.
Three locations and themes (BB1, BB2 and BB3) that are of
Indigenous relevance were originally described in the Stage 1
report, with the themes and content presented again here to
provide relevant context.
Initial interpretive concepts and suggestions are presented for
items BB4, BB5 and BB6 only (the Commissariat Store, Miller Park
and the former DPI Building)

Heritage Interpretation and Archaeology POD
Considerations
The Heritage Interpretation Strategy recommends that the following
locations in this area be interpreted:
• The former DPI building - dealing with Brisbane’s ﬁrst immigration
depot
• Commissariat Store, Miller Park and Queens Wharf – dealing with
their role as the ‘birthplace of Brisbane’.
The Archaeological Management Plan and subsequent reports
indicate that the Queens Wharf area within Sub-precinct 1C has
low archaeological potential, largely due to disturbance during the
construction of the REX.
However adjacent areas have provided signiﬁcant numbers of artefacts
of domestic and industrial activities. This includes bottles, glass
fragments, ceramics, animal bone and electrical paraphernalia such as
insulators dating from the mid-nineteenth to mid-twentieth centuries
that were found at several locations including in the DPI building
surrounds.
In addition, previous excavations on the ground ﬂoor of the
Commissariat Store revealed more that 38,000 artefacts including
bone, brick/mortar, ceramic, chalk, charcoal, chemical substances, cork,
ﬁbres, glass, leather, metal, paper, plastic, rubber, seeds, shell/coral, soil,
sulphur and wood. Miller Park also has archaeological potential, with a
high probability to contain evidence of an 1887 kitchen building.
Further, the Queensland Heritage Register states “Commissariat
Store building and Miller Park, has the potential to reveal important
information about the penal colony and the subsequent use of the site.
This investigation may provide insight into ofﬁcial and unofﬁcial uses
of the space, the life ways of convicts, arriving immigrants and other
early residents, as well as the material culture of nineteenth century
Brisbane.”

Themes and Preliminary Content
1. Queens Wharf – the gateway to early Brisbane
• The wharf was built in 1824 and demolished for the Riverside
Expressway in the 1970s
• The wharf was critical in the development of Brisbane, being the
main point of entry for good and passengers.
• Consequently stores, hotels, depots and the Pettigrew Sawmill were
established and operated nearby
• In the late 1800s and early 1900s, the wharf included a ‘sanitation
depot’ which loaded night soil onto ships to be taken out to sea for
disposal
• Access to Queens Wharf by deep keeled vessels required the
deepening of the river by dredging and blasting away obstacles. This
led to dramatic changes in the ecology of the river, with salt water
coming up stream into areas previously freshwater

2. Ferry men and handlers: life with and on the river
• The ﬁrst river crossing ferry opened around 1843 between South
Brisbane and Queens Wharf. Aboriginal people worked on many of
the boats as pilots and ferry men - many were from South Stradbroke
Island.
• Aboriginal men were employed to load, unload, handle horses, or
sell ﬁsh and oysters to people coming of the boats. Hence many
Aboriginal people would have spent a lot of time in and around
Queens Wharf, well into the 1900s
• Pettigrew sawmill at the eastern end of Queens Wharf - involved
many Aboriginal workers. Timber rafts brought timber to the mill
with many Aboriginal people employed on these rafts as ferrymen
and goods handlers.

3. Sand and mud – Brisbane’s original shoreline and access
• The original shoreline, upon which the Queens Wharf was built was
several metres inland.
• The shoreline has over the years been reclaimed and extended, the
latest as a result of the building of the Riverside Expressway

4. Commissariat Store – Convict built store: the conduit for all
everything coming in and out
• The Commissariat Store was constructed in 1829 and is one of the
ﬁrst buildings constructed at the Moreton Bay Penal Settlement.
Only the Commissariat Store and the Windmill are the only buildings
remaining from this period.
• It was convict-built, using locally available stone known as Brisbane
Tuff, from the quarry at Kangaroo Point. Handmade nails were used
to ﬁx the ﬂoorboards of grey gum and tallow wood, which were pitsawn and tongue-and-grooved with hand tools.
• One of the convicts John Brungar murdered William Parfett with a
pick to the head when digging the foundations of the building. He
was brought to trial in Sydney and hanged in 1829.

• The store was connected to Queens Wharf and crane which provided
easy access to the goods laden boats. All private and public goods
that arrived were placed in the store until their owners collected
them.
• The Commissariat Ofﬁce or Storekeeper also issued daily rations and
managed the stock and equipment belonging to the government.
Items included clothes, caps, boots, nails, tanned leather, soap,
candles. Wives and children of the prisoners were supplied materials
to make straw hats, bonnets and clothing.
• Some goods were stored there before being shipped to Sydney such
as maize grown in the settlement and timber felled from the nearby
rainforest.
• The Moreton Bay Penal Settlement was ofﬁcially closed in 1839, and
Brisbane Town opened for free settlement in 1842. Unlike many
other government buildings of the convict era, the Commissariat
Store was retained for the storage and provision of supplies for the
free settlement
• The building has also served other purposes including a bond store,
police ofﬁce, immigrant depot, state archives, stonemasons’ premises
and historical society headquarters.
• William Duncan was Customs Ofﬁcer and Immigration Ofﬁcer for
Morton Bay during the late 1840s and 50s. A story exists of the
Aboriginal leader ‘Duke of York ‘ was protected by William Duncan,
which requires further research and communication with the local
Aboriginal communities for further information.

5. Miller Park – Convenient thoroughfare: a well-trodden route
to and from the wharf
• Miller Park is a unique feature within QWB, and within the broader
Brisbane CBD in general, as a place which has been maintained as a
green space since ﬁrst European settlement in 1824.
• The park is named after Lieutenant Henry Miller who was the ﬁrst
Commandant of the Moreton Bay Penal Settlement. He had served
under the Duke of Wellington in the Battle of Waterloo.
• He brought an attachment of his regiment along with 30 convicts
and established the ﬁrst rudimentary buildings of the penal
settlement.
• The park was used as a main thoroughfare between Queens Wharf
and the Moreton Bay Penal Settlement, and also provided access to
the ground ﬂoor of the Commissariat Store.

6. Former DPI Building – Immigrant depot: the ﬁrst port of call
for thousands of early immigrants
• Built next to the Commissariat Store in 1865/66 to accommodate
migrants coming to the colony.
• The ﬁrst migrants from 1848 were accommodated in the old Military
Barracks, but were described as “wretched and dilapidated hovels”
so a new facility was built.
• Conditions in the DPI building were not much better than its
predecessor, hence its replacement after only about 20 years.
• The building featured a single story with a basement at William
Street and a 3-storey wing at the rear towards the river. Each level
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•
•

•
•
•
•

contained a separate ward - William St level for single women,
basement level for married couples, sub-basement for single men.
The Immigration Depot operated for 30 years with thousands passing
through its doors, until a new facility Yungaba, opened in 1887 at
Kangaroo Point. and which still exists.
In 1890 the ground ﬂoor was still used as a ward for elderly men,
but was adapted to form the ﬁrst ofﬁces of the new Dept of
Agriculture and the Museum of Economic Botany. The Minister also
accommodated there. Became the Dept of Agriculture and Stock in
1904 and then Dept of Primary Industries in 1963
In 1916 a new wing was built for the Agricultural Chemical
Laboratory, Entomology and Plant Pathology - but was demolished in
1994
The Department of Primary Industries left the building in 1989
During recent works, an old boot and dead cat were found in the
walls, which was a common practice in the UK to ward off evil spirits.
The building is reported to be haunted. Snoring noises can be heard
from the Minister’s retiring room at the back, as well as the sounds
of the Matron Miss Murphy who patrolled the Immigration Depot
at night trying the keep the men’s quarters and women’s quarters
separate. Alternatively, it could simply be the family of possums that
live in verandah ceilings.

BB5
BB4

BB6
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BIRTHPLACE OF BRISBANE ZONE
COMMISSARIAT STORE

BB4

Convict built store: the conduit for all everything
coming in and out
The Commissariat Store is the home of the Royal Historical Society
of Queensland, featuring a small museum. The museum has a
collection of archaeological items on display.
In addition to the museum, which charges a small entry fee,
heritage values of the building needs to be interpreted to the
people who are not sufﬁciently engaged to enter the museum. This
is particularly the case along Queens Wharf Road, which will be the
primary pedestrian thoroughfare in the local vicinity.
• It is proposed that historic and functional connection between
the Commissariat Store and Queens Wharf should be
emphasised. This could feature a series of evocative and stylised
landscape treatments that presents these connections, such as
engraving and/or graphic treatment of paving, low retaining
walls and steps
• In addition, the museum should be promoted and highlighted
along the Queens Wharf Road entry and William Street. This
can include free-standing heritage building identiﬁcation plinth
at both locations, as per Diadem design details. These panels
provide opportunities to succinctly present the heritage values
of the building.
• The museum is also ideally placed to provide a range of
additional interpretive services such as guided tours in and
around Queens Wharf. The plaza and associated event facilities
proposed for the Queens Road forecourt in the landscape plans
can provide an excellent venue for programmed and random
performances and events.

BIRTHPLACE OF BRISBANE ZONE
MILLER PARK

BB5

Convenient thoroughfare:
a well-trodden route to
and from the wharf
Miller Park will be re-developed
as per the landscape plans into
a pleasant park environment
with bench seating and steps to
provide access between William
Street and Queens Wharf Plaza.
The heritage interpretation in
this area can be relatively simple
and include:
• Seating with engraved text to
interpret the heritage values
of the site, and its connection
with Queens Wharf and the
adjacent Commissariat Store
• A free-standing heritage
building identiﬁcation plinth,
as per Diadem design details.
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BIRTHPLACE OF BRISBANE ZONE
FORMER DPI BUILDING

BB6

Immigrant depot: the ﬁrst port of call for thousands of
early immigrants
As an immigration depot, this building and its surrounds has an
important story to tell, with strong thematic connections between the
building, the Commissariat Store and the Queens Wharf Plaza. The
heritage interpretation should present and highlight these important
connections.
Proposed interpretive elements need to be particularly mindful of the
various landscape elements in this area, and could include:
• Sections of engraved pavement, potentially with the names, dates
and numbers of passengers of the early immigrant ships. Simple
and evocative personal quotes can complement this interpretive
presentation.
• Free-standing heritage building identiﬁcation plinths, with succinct
interpretive information, can be located at both the William Street
and Queens Wharf Road sides of the building, as per Diadem design
details.

GROWTH
OF A TOWN
ZONE

GROWTH OF A TOWN ZONE
THEMES AND CONCEPTS
The penal township of Brisbane grew along a few main access
routes. These followed the river and ridgeline, to become the
basis for the overall layout of the city.

Themes and Preliminary Content

2. Queen, William and George Streets – The town grid:
thoroughfares for growth

The interpretation will highlight the functions of these early
items of infrastructure, and their signiﬁcance in the growth,
development and layout of Brisbane.

1. Queens Wharf Road – Brisbane’s ﬁrst road: providing critical
wharf access

• In the 1840s, when Brisbane was ﬁrst surveyed, these perpendicular
axes were used to generate the street layout of the town.
• The prisoners’ barracks delineated Queen Street, while the line of
administrative buildings alongside the riverbank was used to deﬁne
William Street. Other streets were surveyed parallel to these streets to
form a rectangular grid.
• William Street, named after the monarch at the time, was the
administrative centre of the early convict settlement
• The William Street balcony of the Treasury Building was the
location that the Queensland Governor, Lord Lamington, read the
proclamation of the Australian Federation on 1 January 1901
• In the Brisbane grid, streets with male names run east/ west while
the female names run north/ south.
• Air Raid Shelters were constructed along most Brisbane streets during
WW2, with many former shelters now converted to shade shelters or
bus stops.

Heritage Interpretation and Archaeology POD
Considerations
The Heritage Interpretation Strategy recommends that the following
locations in this area be interpreted:
• Several locations along George Street - dealing with the early streets
of Brisbane.
• The retaining walls and air raid shelter on Queens Wharf Road - with
reference to the proclamation of Federation at the adjacent Treasury
Building, the river ﬂoods and the destruction of Victoria Bridge
The Archaeological Management Plan and subsequent reports indicate
that much of the recent archaeological ﬁnds have been along the
alignment of Brisbane’s early roads. This includes:
• Stone pavement from the 1930s was exposed along George Street,
in the vicinity of Stephens Lane and Margaret Street
• Service pits and chambers for electrical and storm water services
were discovered in William Street, Margaret Street, Stephens Lane
and Queens Wharf Road
• Retaining walls were discovered along Margaret Street and Queens
Wharf Road
• Underground Edison Tubes were discovered along William Street,
between the Government Printery (the location of the generator) and
Parliament House

• Queens Wharf Road was the original access point between the upper
areas along the ridgeline and Queens Wharf.
• Retaining walls were constructed in late 1880s from Queens Street
down to the wharf. This was to create a suitable edge for William
Street and to compliment the new Treasury Building. There is also a
remnant section of convict stone retaining wall on the Queens Wharf
Road of Miller Park.
• By 1890 a cab stand was established at the top of the road near
Victoria Bridge
• A male toilet was built into the retaining wall in the 1920s, with a
stairway leading to them from William Street. These toilets replaced
and earlier pissoir in the same location.
• During WW2, an air raid shelter was built on the upper section of the
road embankment
• Female toilets were built in the 1970s

GT2
GT1

GROWTH OF A TOWN ZONE
QUEENS WHARF ROAD

GT1

Brisbane’s ﬁrst road: providing critical wharf access
Queens Wharf Road was the primary access to transport
goods to and from the wharf using whatever means available
including horses, carts and trolleys. And a wide array of
goods would have been carried up and down the road. The
interpretation can therefore present the activities that would
have occurred along the road - if only the road could talk and
tell its story.
• It is proposed that the interpretation could include personal
anecdotes and other relevant information, potentially
engraved into the proposed seating that runs the length of
the road.
• The interpretation could also be incorporated into, and
add value, to other design elements along the road such as
specialist lighting and public art.
• The proposed ‘Wake’ and ‘Bunker’ Bars are also
opportunities to present the relevant interpretive stories into
the adaptive reuse of the buildings. For instance, the Bunker
Bar could include interior wall graphics, posters and/or
artworks of how Brisbane prepared for attack during WW2,
particularly as was an important base for US naval forces.
A free-standing heritage building identiﬁcation plinth, with
succinct interpretive information, could also be located in the
vicinity of the building, as per Diadem design details.
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GROWTH OF A TOWN ZONE
QUEEN, WILLIAM & GEORGE STREETS

GT2

The town grid:
thoroughfares for growth
The Victoria Plaza is located at
the junction of three key roads in
Brisbane’s early development.
The interpretation in this area
can highlight the birth of
Brisbane’s road system, starting
with Queen and William Streets
that formed at this junction
point, and the main activities
they serviced.
• The interpretation could
include a grid marker
strategically located within
Victoria Plaza, either in
the pavement or as a low
physical/ public art element.
• The marker could include
simple explanatory text
highlighting the fact that
Brisbane’s street grid began at
this point, at the entrance of
Queens Wharf Road into the
early penal colony.

COLONIAL
GOVERNMENT
ZONE

COLONIAL GOVERNMENT ZONE
THEMES AND CONCEPTS
The Colonial government based in Brisbane had taken control
over a vast estate, that provided incredible riches and prospects.
This colonial growth had a dramatic effect on everything in its
wake, including the traditional owners of the land.
The interpretation of this area will present the growth of this
empire from humble penal beginnings, to the grandeur of the
buildings at its heart.
Initial interpretive concepts and suggestions are presented
for items CG3 and CG4 only (the Government Printing Ofﬁce,
Courtyard and Commandant’s Cottage)

Heritage Interpretation and Archaeology POD
Considerations
The Heritage Interpretation Strategy recommends that the following
locations in this area be interpreted:
• Treasury Building - dealing with the former site of the Military
Barracks, and the history and signiﬁcance of the building
• Land Administration Building - dealing with its function over time
• Stephens Lane and the Government Printery - dealing with the role
of the printery, the WW1 military raids and the signiﬁcance of the
Commandant’s Cottage location.
The Archaeological Management Plan and subsequent reports indicates
that the Government Printing Ofﬁce Courtyard in particular has high
historical archaeological potential. This area has accommodated
several structures since 1824 including the Commandants cottage, a
well, stables and an earlier 1860s timber Government Printing Ofﬁce.
Consequently, the remains of these previous buildings may still be
present, as well as artefacts related to the prior use of the site.
The Treasury and the former Land Administration Buildings have low to
moderate historical archaeological potential.

Themes and Preliminary Content
1. Old Treasury Building – Centre of governance: a grand
statement of Colonial power and dominion
• The corner of William and Queen Streets was originally the location
of the convict settlement’s ofﬁcer’s quarters and military barracks.
The early buildings were split-slab, hand sawn weatherboards with
shingle or bark roofs.
• A two-storey building was built in 1831 which accommodated 100
ofﬁcers who maintained law and order. It was ﬂanked by a Guard
House and Ofﬁcers’ Quarters, with a cell block and kitchens at the
rear. The site was known as Barrack Square.
• Maintaining discipline was often harsh with ﬂogging, solitary
conﬁnement and hard labour. During this time 700 prisoners escaped
with 98 never found!
• After the military withdrawal in 1848-50, the upper ﬂoors of the
barracks were used for government purposes and the 12 lower
rooms and 5 outbuildings were leased as warehouses and general
stores. This was Brisbane’s ﬁrst shopping strip providing general
supplies such as ﬂour, tea, sugar, salt meat, and spirits, beer and
tobacco. Most store holders went broke in the ﬁrst 3 years as cash
was scarce.
• The grand Treasury Building was built over three stages from 1884
to the 1920s, partly because of ongoing funding issues. It was
designed by signiﬁcant colonial architect JJ Clark (who also designed
the Treasury Building, Government House and the Supreme Court
in Melbourne, the Brisbane Central Railway Station and many other
major public buildings)
• William Street wing completed in 1889. It was the centre of
government administration and contained the ofﬁces of Premier and
the Cabinet room
• The William Street balcony was the location that the Queensland
Governor, Lord Lamington, read the proclamation of the Australian
Federation on 1 January 1901. Lord Lamington is more famous for
giving his name to the quintessential lamington, invented by his chef
probably at Old Government House.
• From 1992 to 94 the building underwent signiﬁcant changes and
opened as a casino in 1995

2. Land Administration Building – Colonial growth:
administering Queensland’s vast pastoral and agricultural
development
• Built between 1901 and 1905 as the ofﬁce for the Lands and
Survey Ofﬁce - a busy and growing government department with
the preoccupation to open up vast areas of land for pastoralists
and selectors. Considering the extent of Queensland’s pastoral and
agricultural lands, this was a massive job.
• It also housed the ofﬁce of the Chief Secretary, Auditor General and
the Cabinet Room, which moved from the Treasury Building. The rear
of the building was the ﬁrst permanent home of the Queensland
Museum

• The building features one of the earliest lifts surviving in Brisbane
from the 1890s and includes the cabinet room and a secret staircase.
The reason for the secret stair, which is on George St, is not known,
but it is rumoured to be for Ministers to arrive or leave undetected.
• The site was originally occupied by a brick house and outbuildings
for the penal chaplain. It was built in 1828 and was known as the
Parsonage. It was later divided into two dwellings for the surgeon
and the commissariat ofﬁcer. The Diocesan Ofﬁces that were built in
1897 remained and were used for the Criminal Investigation Branch
of the police for many years.
• Along with the Treasury Building, the building was offered as a
potential casino in 1991, and was turned into a hotel in 1995.

3. Government Printing Ofﬁce – Printers’ devils: providing
public information and power
• After separation from NSW, the new Colonial Government had a
great need for printing of many items including Hansard, postage
stamps, Government Gazettes, Acts of Parliament, annual reports,
survey maps, text books, electoral rolls, school readers, railway tickets
and bank notes.
• The Government Printing Ofﬁce consists of two buildings - the
William Street building (1870s) and Printery in George Street (1880s
and 1910s). The Printery Courtyard is central to these buildings.
• The William Street building contained ofﬁces, the public counter,
the newspaper room and the large publishing department and
warehouse, and was later turned into the Public Service Club. The
machine-ruling and bookbinding department occupied the second
ﬂoor of both buildings.
• An engine room was completed in late 1885, and housed steam
engines and generators which powering the Government Printing
Ofﬁce’s machinery.
• Edison Tubes were also laid underground along William Street in
1886 to supplied electricity for Queensland’s Parliament House.
These were the ﬁrst underground cables of this type to be laid in the
Southern Hemisphere and the third in the world, following London
and New York. The tubes were salvaged in 2018.
• Two freestanding devils on the parapet above the main entrance and
a relief carved devil’s head, directly above the entrance. Traditionally,
devils are a symbol of the printing trade, presenting devilish problem
of typographic errors that were often blamed on the printer’s
apprentices.
• Providing public information did not go without its hazards in times
of turmoil.
– In November 1917, the Australian military conducted a night raid
on the Government Printing Ofﬁce to seize copies of Hansard
which the Federal Government did not wish circulated, as
they covered debates in the Queensland Parliament on military
censorship and conscription.
– The military also temporarily took possession of the Government
Printing Ofﬁce in August 1918, this time to prevent coverage
of statements made in the Queensland Parliament about the
treatment of Irish and German internees.

LOOK EAR

4. Commandants Cottage site – Centre of power and
authority: a comfortable life in a harsh world
• The bungalow residence of the Military Commandant is located in
the Printery Courtyard, amongst large Native Fig shade trees.
• The Commandant’s cottage and detached kitchen were established
in the 1820s and 1830s period of the penal settlement of Moreton
Bay.
• The Commandants Garden was a very large ‘pleasure ground’,
planted with orange, lemon and other fruit trees. It extended to
Alice Street and featured gravelled pathways and promenades.
• It was the venue for many social engagements and functions, and
was grandly known as “Government House”
• House was used by John Clements Wickham and his wife Anna,
who was the police magistrate arriving in 1843. Clements was a
naval ofﬁcer and second in charge of the Beagle in the Charles
Darwin’s expedition from 1837 to 41
• The cottage was replaced by the ﬁrst Government Printing ofﬁce
in 1862. The internal courtyard between the buildings includes the
footprint of the former Commandants cottage and kitchen.

CG1

CG2

CG3
CG4

CG3
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COLONIAL GOVERNMENT ZONE
GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE

CG3

Printers’ devils: providing
public information and power
The Printing Ofﬁce is spread amongst three locations –
William Street, George Street and the Printery Courtyard.

Printery Courtyard
This is a central location for the visiting general public, with several
design elements already proposed for the area. Great care is therefore
needed to ensure these items are coordinated and work together to
create a cohesive space, and with no visual or physical clutter. It is
therefore proposed that the interpretation could simply provide content
and design aspects of any existing proposals.
• An important existing proposal is the marking of the location of the
former Commandant’s cottage. Whatever form this takes, whether
it be in the pavement or overhead, the signiﬁcance and interpretive
stories related to this site needs to be presented.
• The ‘Ribbon’ also runs through this space. It is therefore suggested
that this could include small side diversions that draw attention to
and identify the main heritage items in this space, speciﬁcally the two
Printery buildings and the location of the Commandant’s cottage.

ThefinalinterpretationoftheCommandantsCottageand
KitchenissubjecttofurthercomplianceassessPentXQGHU
&RQGLWLRQDQG&RQGLWLRQ E 
7KHILQDOORFDWLRQRIWKH 5LEERQ LQWHUSUHWDWLYHWUDLOLVVXEMHFWWR
IXUWKHUDVVHVVPHQWDQGDSSURYDOXQGHU&RQGLWLRQV3XEOLF
5HDOPDQGCondition 3(b)

George Street
Apart from the ‘devil’ gargoyles at the main entry, the George Street
facade is relatively plain and utilitarian. But behind these walls, through
these windows, the task of printing public information was diligently
undertaken.
The interpretation for this building could include:
• graphic window treatments on several windows on the upper level to
present the story of printers, their tasks and the devilish trick of typos
- hence the ‘devil’ gargoyles
• an illuminated display unit within the building’s entry foyer and
with design references to the adjacent stained-glass door panels.
The display unit could include graphic panels, facsimiles and
archaeological objects such as a section of the Edison Tubes that
supplied power to Parliament House from a generator at the Printery,
and reference to the raids by the Australian Military during WW1 and
the height of the conscription controversy.
• A free-standing heritage building identiﬁcation plinth with associated
succinct interpretive information on George Street.
William Street
The facades of the William Street buildings present a highly signiﬁcant
heritage streetscape which should remain largely unadorned. The
interpretation should therefore be present but unobtrusive, allowing the
buildings to speak for themselves.
• It is therefore suggested that the interpretation of this building
on William Street be limited to a free-standing heritage building
identiﬁcation plinth with associated succinct interpretive information,
located adjacent to the entry steps on William Street.
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ThefinalinterpretationoftheCommandantsCottageand
KitchenissubjecttofurthercomplianceassessPentXQGHU
&RQGLWLRQDQG&RQGLWLRQ E 
7KHILQDOORFDWLRQRIWKH 5LEERQ LQWHUSUHWDWLYHWUDLOLVVXEMHFWWR
IXUWKHUDVVHVVPHQWDQGDSSURYDOXQGHU&RQGLWLRQV3XEOLF
5HDOP and Condition 103(b).

COLONIAL GOVERNMENT ZONE
PRINTERY COURTYARD/ COMMANDANT’ S COTTAGE SITE

CG4

Centre of power and
authority: a comfortable
life in a harsh world
The Printery Courtyard features
several potential interpretive/
public art elements, including a
marker of the Commandant’s
Cottage.
• It is recommended that
this element be designed
to incorporate interpretive
messaging
• It is recommended that a freestanding interpretation panel
be located in the vicinity of
the Commandant’s Cottage
marker to explain its meaning
and the historical context of
the site.

ThefinalinterpretationoftheCommandantsCottageand
KitchenissubjecttofurthercomplianceassessPent
XQGHU&RQGLWLRQDQG&RQGLWLRQ E 
7KHILQDOORFDWLRQRIWKH 5LEERQ LQWHUSUHWDWLYHWUDLOLVVXEMHFWWR
IXUWKHUDVVHVVPHQWDQGDSSURYDOXQGHU&RQGLWLRQV3XEOLF
5HDOP and Condition 103(b)

CIVIL SOCIETY
ZONE

CIVIL SOCIETY ZONE
THEMES
As colonial Brisbane grew, cultural aspects of the city became
increasingly important. The growth of a civil society is based on
the cultural aspirations and public discourse of its citizenry. To
assist this, facilities such as public parks, museums and libraries
were established.

Themes and Preliminary Content

2. Former State Library – Cultural aspirations: institutions
synonymous with the growth of civil society

1. Queens Gardens – People’s park: a peaceful place for the
governing and a place of protest for the governed

The interpretation in this area will highlight the growth and
development of cultural facilities, and the role they played in the
development of Brisbane and its cultural and political life.

• The penal settlement’s engineer’s weatherboard cottage, stores and
workshops originally occupied the site, as well as a lumber yard.
• In the 1850s, the ﬁrst St Johns Anglican Church was built on the
William Street side, with the intention of building a cathedral there.
The church also built a school building and detached timber bell
tower. Much to the church’s consternation, the government bought
the site for the Executive Building along with adjacent gardens.
• The gardens feature a bronze statue of Queen Victoria - a replica of
the statue in Portsmouth by English sculptor Thomas Brock 1, which
was funded from public subscription and unveiled in 1906. The
gardens also Include several memorials including the RAAF memorial.
• An important function of the gardens over the last 50 years was as a
community gathering place and site for political protests. Aboriginal
protests were centred at Queens Gardens, and included a protest by
Marcia Langton who staked out a miner’s claim in the park, stating it
was her right to fossick or prospect on Crown Land. She handed out
pamphlets and lobbied people until she was arrested.
• The current extent of the gardens only dates from the early 1960s,
which was done for the Queen’s visit in 1963.
• The statue of Queensland’s ﬁrst Labor Premier TJ Ryan faces away
from Queen Victoria. He was a staunch anti-royalist and his statue
with its back to the Queen is believed to be deliberate.

• The building was originally dedicated as the home of the Queensland
Museum in the 1870s. It featured collections of fossils, minerals,
rocks, fauna, ﬂora, and indigenous artefacts, and reﬂected the
scientiﬁc spirit and ethos of the times.
• However, it was never large enough and moved in the late 1890s,
with the building taken over and adapted as the State Library in
1902.
• To commemorate the centenary of self-government of Queensland in
1959, the library was extended with a comparatively contemporary
extension. This featured a large mural as a dominant aesthetic and a
sculpture to symbolise “Humanity rejoicing in Enlightenment”
• The extension is recognised as a good example of 1950s modernism.

Heritage Interpretation and Archaeology POD
Considerations
The Heritage Interpretation Strategy recommends that the following
locations in this area be interpreted:
• Queen’s Gardens - dealing with its relationship with the adjacent
heritage buildings, the former church site, and the history of the
gardens
• Former State Library - dealing with the interface between the original
heritage building and the 1950s extension
The Archaeological Management Plan indicates that Queen’s Gardens
were subject to previous archaeological excavations in 1992-93. Much
of the early nineteenth century items are described as ‘unremarkable’
and there are no structural remains of any penal settlement era
buildings.
The plan also indicates that beneath the 1874 portion of the former
State Library has a moderate potential for any archaeological material
and a low potential in the 1950s extension area.

CS1

CS2

ENTREPRENEURS
& POLITICIANS
ZONE

ENTREPRENEURS & POLITICIANS ZONE
THEMES AND CONCEPTS
With the growth of Brisbane as the capital of Queensland, the
parliamentary precinct became a place of exclusivity for the rich
and powerful. This was expressed by the development of adjacent
high-quality accommodation.
The interpretation in this area will highlight the development of
exclusive commercial residential and accommodation properties.
Initial interpretive concepts and suggestions are presented for
items EP1 and EP2 only (Harris Terrace and The Mansions)

Heritage Interpretation and Archaeology POD
Considerations
The Heritage Interpretation Strategy recommends that the following
locations in this area be interpreted:
• Harris Terrace and the Mansions - dealing with the buildings being
rare examples of terrace housing in Brisbane
• Bellevue Plaza - dealing with the Bellevue Hotel demolition and the
subsequent action in heritage conservation in Queensland
The Archaeological Management Plan and associated reports refers to
the area immediately behind Harris Terrace as having high archaeological
potential, including the service wings and 1960s additions. Artefacts
within this area may include those commonly associated with domestic
habitation such as glass, ceramics and bone, and some artefacts
associated with commercial and ofﬁce activity during the 20th century.
The rear of the Mansions also has potential for archaeological material
including footings and foundations of the former servants’ and kitchen
wings, as well as domestic objects such as ceramic, glass and personal
items.
The Bellevue Hotel site has a low historical archaeological potential,
largely because the site remained undeveloped since its demolition with
varying ground disturbance

Themes and Preliminary Content
1. Harris Terrace – Parliamentarians digs: exclusive
accommodation for the rich and powerful
• Harris Terrace was built in the mid 1860s as a speculative investment
by John Harris who was a successful business man and political
ﬁgure.
• It was considered to being one of the best private residences in the
city, and as they were close to Parliament House. Consequently,
politicians were prominent as early residents, as well as doctors,
surgeons and high-ranking public servants.
• The Terrace was part of a larger development in the Parliamentary
precinct, including the Queensland Club, the Bellevue Hotel and the
Mansions in the 1880s, all of which provided accommodation.
• Advertisement December 1866
TO LET, HARRIS TERRACE, George Street.
These ﬁrst class residences will be ready for occupation on
the 15th January 1867. Being replete with every comfort and
convenience, they are recommended to the attention of parties
requiring a superior dwelling. Each house contains drawing and
dining rooms (with folding doors) and six bedrooms, together
with bathrooms ﬁtted with plunge and shower baths. The
kitchens are furnished with the latest improvements, servant’s
room being attached. Gas and water ﬁttings laid on to each
building. For particulars, as to rent, &c, apply to...
• This is one of the few terraces in Brisbane, which were stopped
by the Undue Subdivision of Land Prevention Act 1885 to avoid
‘slum’ conditions in medium density dwellings. Detached houses are
therefore the dominate residence in Brisbane. Another condition was
that the terraces could not be sold individually, only as a whole block.
• Later, Harris Terrace was radically converted for government ofﬁces,
and a cafe established on the corner that served government
employees and students from the nearby University of Queensland.
• It was marked for demolition along with the Bellevue Hotel and the
Mansions in 1979, but was thankfully saved.

2. The Mansions – When only the best will do: quality
accommodation for Brisbane’s afﬂuent few
• The Mansions were built in 1889 as an investment property for
a group of politicians, including the Premier at the time, Boyd
Morehead, as part of the 1880s land boom in Brisbane. It is a good
example of the urban lifestyle experienced by afﬂuent Queenslanders
during the late 19th century
• The ﬁrst tenants were three doctors, including Dr Lilian Cooper who
was Queensland’s ﬁrst woman doctor and the ﬁrst Australian woman
to become a fully qualiﬁed surgeon. She established her consulting
rooms there in 1891 and then moved there from South Brisbane
after the 1893 ﬂoods.
• Mrs Prince established a boarding house in 1891 in one of the
residences, previously occupied by William Patterson - a politician
and one of the developers of the site
• From 1896 to 1954, the Mansions were primarily used as boarding
houses, attracting well to do and professional families, with a
scattering of medical practitioners occupying some rooms. Boarding
house operators included Mrs Prince, Mrs Elizabeth Bird, Mrs
Ratcliffe, Miss M Jarrett, Miss EM Hawken, Anne Coghlan, Elizabeth
Byrne and Janet Nunn.
• After WW2 the government bought the building, along with others
in the area as government ofﬁces.
• It was marked for demolition along with the Bellevue Hotel and
Harris Terrace in 1979. The rear wings and out buildings were
demolished, however the building itself survived as a result of large
public concern.

3. Bellevue Hotel site – Demolition at night: the triggering of a
political crisis
• The Bellevue Hotel was built in the 1880s at the height of the
Brisbane building boom, and was one of Brisbane’s premier hotels
with guests including Katharine Hepburn, Robert Helpmann, Nat
King Cole, Frank Sinatra and Louis Armstrong
• Country members of parliament had their own private bar and
lounge
• Despite a major protest, the hotel was demolished overnight on 20
April 1979, sparking a crisis for the coalition government with the
Liberal party members splitting from the coalition.
• The event is listed as one of the Q150 cultural icons and led to
legislation to protect Queensland’s heritage
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ENTREPRENEURS & POLITICIANS ZONE
HARRIS TERRACE

EP1

Parliamentarians digs:
exclusive accommodation
for the rich and powerful
A public laneway is proposed for
the rear of Harris Terrace with
retails and outdoor dining.
• As a simple way of
interpreting the history of the
building, the interpretation
could be in the form of a
suitably styled and sized
residential advertising poster,
using sections of the original
advertising text including the
1886 date.
• The interpretation could
also include a freestanding heritage building
identiﬁcation plinth
with associated succinct
interpretive information on
George Street.

ENTREPRENEURS & POLITICIANS ZONE
THE MANSIONS

EP2

When only the
best will do: quality
accommodation for
Brisbane’s afﬂuent few
Some specialist lighting is
proposed for the eastern wall of
the Mansions building.
• It is proposed that interpretive
content be included as part
of the specialist lighting
brief, to add meaning and
value to what can be a highly
evocative and interesting
presentation
• The interpretation should also
include a simple and succinct
free-standing heritage
building identiﬁcation plinth
with associated succinct
interpretive information at a
suitable location on George
Street
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SITE PLAQUES

The Queens Wharf precinct contains several locations no longer
exist, but reference to them can assist in the broad understanding
of the history of the area.
The interpretation can be highlighted with simple ‘salt and
pepper’ style plaques that provide brief, single sentence
summaries of their history.
These locations could include, but not limited to the following:

1. Pettigrew’s Sawmill
The sawmill was established by William Pettigrew in 1853. Burned
down by 2 employees in 1866, rebuilt and washed away in the great
Brisbane ﬂood of 1893.

2. Stephens Lane
Originally known as Telegraph Lane, located next to the electric
telegraph ofﬁce.

3. Green Man Hotel
The ﬁrst hotel at Queens Wharf. Built in 1850 and destroyed by ﬂood
in 1864.

4. Queens Head Inn
Opened 1852 in a converted house and closed in 1855.

5. Old Brisbane Morgue
The morgue operated from 1879. It was considered a suitable out
of the way place, considering the lack of refrigeration and the
associated smell.

6. Sanitation Depot
2

From 1890 until the 1920s, early Brisbane’s ‘night soil’ depot was
located here, where it was loaded onto a ship to be disposed of in
Moreton Bay.
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