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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
SITE SPECIFIC ART
The art program for Queen’s Wharf will be curated to ensure a site- specific approach to
commissioning, ensuring the resulting collection will:
 Respect and celebrate the site’s Indigenous and colonial histories.
 Create immersive destination experiences in key public spaces.
 Enhance major pedestrian and vehicular pathways and encourage safe pedestrian exploration
of minor laneways and corridors.
 Support the commissioning of a broad range of artists of differing experience levels and places
of origin to ensure the creation of an art collection with local relevance and international
standing.
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VISION
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BRISBANE CITY

QUEEN’S WHARF

ART

UNIQUELY BRISBANE:

A WORLD CLASS DEVELOPMENT:

DESTINATION MAKING:

Lifestyle-focused; a friendly and approachable city; a place of
opportunity; a place to visit; a place to work; a place to call
home...

Unique and vibrant; a new world city development; an attractor

Innovative and future focused; respectful and celebratory.
site-specific and uniquely Brisbane; an international benchmark.
a diverse and memorable collection...

The Brisbane Vision 2031 presents eight key visioning
programs that currently guide the future development of the
city. The key principles of these programs include:

NEW WORLD CITY Develop a top ten lifestyle city worldwide; Ensure
strong partnerships with other levels of government, business, and
education institutions; Support a prosperous economy.
VIBRANT, CREATIVE CITY Create a vibrant, 24-hour, cultural city with
an exciting cultural scene; Enable innovation, including digital
technology; Offer recreational opportunities with attractive surroundings;
Foster accepting attitudes.
WELL-DESIGNED, SUBTROPICAL CITY Support outdoor living;
Prepare effectively for population and employment growth and
demographic change; Ensure efficient use of new and existing
infrastructure and public assets.
SMART, PROSPEROUS CITY Create a business-friendly environment;
Develop a high-performing economy; Develop a hub for global
companies and service the Asia Pacific region; Educate and retain highly
skilled workers.
ACCESSIBLE, CONNECTED CITY Ensure accessibility for everyone;
Develop efficient, safe, and reliable road, public transport, and active
transport networks.
ACTIVE, HEALTHY CITY Offer diverse and accessible recreational
opportunities for all ages, abilities, and backgrounds; Provide worldclass conditions to ensure health and well-being.

for tourism and investment; a connection between the city centre and the
river; a celebration of Brisbane’s heritage; a high- quality public place...
The Queen’s Wharf vision aspires to create a world class
destination with the following directions:

WORLD CLASS DESTINATION Develop a world-class
destination for Brisbane; Support tourism and commercial activity;
Deliver high quality public spaces, infrastructure, and amenities.
A DISTINCTIVE, VIBRANT, ACTIVE PLACE Create a 24
hour entertainment precinct; Offer a diverse range of recreational
and cultural activities; Preserve and celebrate Brisbane’s unique
heritage pertaining to the site.
HIGH QUALITY ARCHITECTURAL AND LANDSCAPE DESIGN
Support outdoor activity; Reconnect the activity of the Brisbane
city centre to the river; Activate the unused land under the
Riverside Expressway (REX); Re-activate underutilised heritage
buildings.
CITY CONTRIBUTOR Attract tourism and investment.
Increase employment opportunities; Provide high-quality facilities
for international business, tourism, and event-based activity.
A PERMEABLE AND CONNECTED PLACE Support ease of
pedestrian movement throughout the site; Provide open and accessible
public spaces suitable for recreation and large-scale events; Consider
opportunities for new public transport infrastructure.
RECREATION AND LIFESTYLE FRIENDLY Increase pedestrian
access throughout the site and between the surrounding city centre
and riverfront environments; Connect recreational trails along the
river edge and across the Brisbane River including bike/jogging
trails; Include open air spaces for recreation and gathering.

Art for Queen’s Wharf will support the creation
of a unique, internationally recognised destination for
Brisbane through the following aspirations:

INTERNATIONAL CALIBRE Procure high profile and cutting-edge
Indigenous local, national, and international artists; Create must see
destinations; Ensure high quality design, fabrication, and materials.
UNIQUE, DIVERSE AND VIBRANT Develop a diverse range of
permanent, temporary, large, medium, and small-scale artworks;
Feature captivating, programmable and engaging works, with
incorporation of digital technology; Reflect the site’s unique past and
character; Build upon the city’s existing public art program.
SITE-SPECIFIC AND INNOVATIVE DESIGN Feature artworks
designed to reference, celebrate, and harness Brisbane’s unique
subtropical climate and lifestyle; Enhance the pedestrian experience of
the precinct including the REX and key heritage sites/ buildings.
FOSTER CREATIVE OPPORTUNITIES & PARTNERSHIPS Offer
commissioning opportunities to Indigenous local, national, and
international artists; Build strong connections within the Asia Pacific
region through artist procurement.
WELCOMING AND ACCESSIBLE Create welcoming and conceptually
accessible artworks; Provide opportunities for interaction and
engagement; Support wayfinding and safe activation of public spaces.
FUNCTIONAL Enhance pedestrian comfort and recreation through
functional yet creative design considerations such as artistic shade
structures, sculptural seating elements and play-based artworks.

QUEEN”S WHARF BRISBANE ART STRATEGY

7

VISION
ART OBJECTIVES
In alignment with the vision for Queen’s Wharf, five key art
objectives have been identified to guide the site-specific
development of a unique and innovative permanent art program for
Queen’s Wharf. Public artworks commissioned for Queen’s Wharf
Brisbane will display at least one of the following artwork objectives:
QUINTESSENTIALLY BRISBANE
Artworks will celebrate and draw inspiration from the quintessential
qualities and unique characteristics of Brisbane, such as: the
welcoming and egalitarian spirit of its people; the year-round, sundrenched, subtropical climate; and the city’s unique natural and built
features, such as the iconic Brisbane River.

RESPECT OUR PAST AND FRAME OUR FUTURE
Artworks will be site-specific, capturing both the past and future of
Queen’s Wharf by revealing local stories, history and heritage
features through visual and conceptual references and interpretive
trails; and looking to the future through aspirational and innovative
use of design and materials, including digital technology.
DESTINATION MAKING
Major artworks will be both gravitational and memorable, creating
must- see destinations at the heart of the precinct. Destination
artworks will build civic pride, propel the city’s international
reputation, and encourage return visitation to the precinct.

DISTINCT BY DAY AND NIGHT
Artworks will support the 24-hour, 7-day activation of the precinct’s
public realm by offering visually arresting and engaging artworks
with distinct day and night presence; by day artworks will utilise bold
form, colour and pattern to captivate passersby, and by night
artworks will feature ambient lighting and treatments to create safe
and inviting public spaces.
INTERACTIVE AND INCLUSIVE
Artworks will be welcoming and conceptually accessible to all,
created by a range of local and international artists and offering a
diverse range of multi-cultural references and interpretations relating
to the project site. Artworks will also be physically accessible to all,
encouraging opportunities for sensory interaction such as sight,
touch and sound, and recreational activity such as play.
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CURATORIAL FRAMEWORK
CURATORIAL RATIONALE
This Curatorial Rationale is based on contextual
analysis, including research into the site’s history,
aspirations, environment, urban character, and
projected use. The Rationale ensures art is
conceptually connected by setting an overarching
vision for art, describing what the artworks aspire to
achieve and providing thematic inspiration for artists.
The Curatorial Rationale:



Directs artists in creating a site-specific
response.
A starting point for inspiration, not a
prescriptive theme

Public art for Queen’s Wharf, through a variety of
creative mediums, forms, and scales, will be a visual
reflector of place, conceptually narrating inherent
place values. It will reveal the past through history
and stories, capture the present through form and
function, and frame the future through creativity and
innovation.

PROMISE OF SUN
ART FOR A NEW WORLD CITY
SPIRIT | BRILLIANCE | OPTIMISM
Promise of the Sun captures and condenses the
optimism, brilliance, luminance, spirit, and possibility
of the city and state within the Queen’s Wharf
precinct. Here, united under a single sun, the
brightest star in our sky, will be a collection of
breathtaking art and design - shining by day and
mapped by night via pathways of light that lead
through the ebb and flow of urban glades, suspended
suns, sky veils and crystal cascades. The burning
bright visions of unfettered imaginations of artists
from across the Asia Pacific nations will realise art
that reaches for the stars to map out and navigate this
futuristic destination of dreams.
Queensland is internationally known as the Sunshine
State – caressed by an endless coastline of
crystalline waters drifting across the brilliant hues of a
coral reef so spectacular that it is one of the Seven
Wonders of the World; a land where the sun ascends
to glitter over lush tropical foliage before plunging
spectacularly, leaving the stars to illuminate the velvet
night sky.

At its heart sits Brisbane, a New World City, named
after a brilliant astronomer whose discoveries
accelerated 19th century navigation and shaped by
the aspirations of those who sailed the serpentine
reaches of the river to land at Queen’s Wharf. Here
the grand ideas of adventurers, explorers and
settlers, and an indefatigable pioneering spirit, came
together to build the bright new city of Brisbane.
A sense of wellbeing permeates the places of the sun
and optimism is the foundation of the city and the
state. Queenslanders, of every cultural background,
reflect this with the enterprising nature and a
welcoming, playful spirit characteristic of those who
bask in the warmth of a sun-drenched lifestyle; of
those who are shaped by the knowledge that each
new sunrise is part of an eternal cycle of promise and
new possibilities.
Rising for unrelenting sojourns of scorching summers,
it is the sun here that has shaped the spirit of the city
and its people. Looming large against the backdrop of
a cerulean blue sky, its irreducible and radiant energy
has charged this place with an undeniably positive
momentum and force; its warmth and radiance is a
powerhouse of potential – the source of
Queenslanders’ strength and resilience, and singing
with the promise of sparkling rains, storms of change,
activity, and energy.
Following the stars led explorers across the world to
Brisbane, where a much older astronomy and the
cycles of the sun and the stars had shaped the lives
of Indigenous peoples for millennia. Overflowing in a
cosmic radiance, this is a place where the setting sun
shimmers in liquid gold on the river, where the stars
transform the skies into a map of dreams; a
mythological landscape subsequently overlaid with
the dreams of many.
Successive city visions for grand cathedrals, or new
architecture or art to elevate the spirit, created the
rich visual heritage of Queen’s Wharf. Now, written
over this palimpsest of pasts and futures is a new
script for a glittering city heart that welcomes the
world to a relaxed, warm, engaging and playful state
– where new discoveries and experiences await to
ignite the imagination, and spark and delight the
senses.
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CURATORIAL FRAMEWORK
CURATORIAL THEMES
Artwork for the site will bask the precinct in a shining
brilliance, refreshing and revitalising, to craft a place
for shelter and respite amongst the rhythms of a river
city which radiates with the energy and flows of urban
life. Drawing in and welcoming visitors and residents
alike, artwork will offer an unforgettable experience
and forge a new and enriched narrative for this
distinctive place. Selected artists will be encouraged
to consider the sub-themes of Brilliance, Spirit and
Optimism, under the overarching vision Promise of
the Sun.

Key inspiration points for artists may include but
should not be limited to:







SPIRIT
Artists are invited to respond to the vitality and
character of this unique place – a character that is
distinctive to the people of Queensland, and in the
intangible spirit of over 40,000 years of Indigenous
occupation, culture and a presence that continues to
permeate the land, river and its people.
Key inspiration points for artists may include but
should not be limited to:








The powerful spirit of the land: the mangroves.
The ancient tidal cycles; the surging currents
hidden beneath the river’s surface; and the
diverse wildlife that inhabit these
environments.
The entrepreneurial and multi-cultural spirit
embodied by the wharf’s maritime history.
The irrepressible spirit of the people who built
the City and who have risen repeatedly from
the hardship of weather-events particular to
Brisbane’s sub-tropical climate (such as
significant floods); and
The secrets of the site; the histories, the
stories, the whispers of the past.

Captivating, shifting surfaces that outshine the
sun, mirror the stars or light-up the sky, the
city streets, or specific structures.
Conceptual and creative brilliance that might feature
new media or harness natural forces such as the
tides or solar power to deliver dynamic interactive
experiences.
The heritage of creative brilliance; the visionary
work of architects, artists and designers that
have pushed boundaries of material or form to
generate the built environment of Queen’s
Wharf and Brisbane; and
The achievements of luminaries past and
present, such as Sir Thomas Brisbane, the city’s
namesake and a soldier, administrator, and
renowned astronomer.

OPTIMISM
Artists may find optimism a powerful driver to inspire
works that uplift the spirit, engage the senses,
celebrate the laid-back pleasure and fun-seeking
character induced by the subtropical climate. Artists
may be inspired by forms that reach for the sky,
embrace the earth, engage audiences, and delight
the senses.
Key inspiration points for artists may include but
should not be limited to:





Bright and brilliant colour capturing the
saturated hues of the Brisbane’s subtropical
flora and fauna.
Participatory and playful movement that offers fun,
is welcoming, offers shelter or promotes social
interaction.
Inclusivity to engage a multi-cultural community;
and
Solution-based design that contributes to a
sustainable future.

BRILLIANCE
Artists may draw inspiration from the physical
brilliance of Queensland’s stunning natural
environment – the brightness of the sun-drenched
state, the crystalline sands and seas and the
shimmering serpentine reaches of the river. Artists
may also be inspired by Queensland’s long history of
innovators and entrepreneurs and be encouraged to
develop artworks that are dazzling, interrogative,
and/or illuminating, activating the precinct in through
their bravura, as unconventional and surprising
interventions into the public realm.
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ART OPPORTUNITIES
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ART OPPORTUNITIES
INTRODUCTION
Art for Queen’s Wharf will activate the entire
precinct by Reinforcing major gateway moments
and /or arrival points:
 Strengthening wayfinding along key pedestrian
corridors.
 Creating must-see destination environments.
 Revealing unique site histories and stories.
 Activating the site by day and by night

QUEEN’S WHARF SUB-PRECINCTS
The Queen’s Wharf precinct is comprised of a
number of sub-precincts, each with unique character
features and different public realm environments.
The plan featured on the following page presents an
overview of the sub-precincts with a summary (right)
of how permanent public art opportunities will be
located within priority precincts and respond to
these specific site qualities, whilst combining to
create a holistic and complimentary collection of
works precinct wide.

1A RESORT

1C NORTH QUAY

1D QUEEN’S WHARF PLAZA

1E THE LANDING

1F WATERLINE PARK

PRECINCT FEATURES

PRECINCT FEATURES

PRECINCT FEATURES

PRECINCT FEATURES

PRECINCT FEATURES

Entertainment hub, home of the IRD,
24/7 appeal to locals and visitors
alike, vibrant mix-use precinct, key
public destination, and gateway
precinct into Queen’s Wharf

Key pedestrian recreational zone
and riverside promenade

Large urban waterfront plaza,
providing open and highly flexible
public events and gathering spaces.

Lush open-air green spaces,
designated event spaces,
integrating the riverfront with the
IRD.

Key recreational and transitional hub

ART APPROACH
Place priority on the
incorporation of Destination
artworks
Integrate artworks into the fabric
of the IRD’s architecture.
Explore digital/light/sound-based
mediums with potential to offer
change over time.

ART APPROACH
Build moments of discovery
throughout the site.
Emphasise local history/stories.
Improve visual amenity of the
REX.
Explore digital light-based
mediums with potential to offer
change over time.

ART APPROACH
Place priority on the
incorporation of Destination
artworks
Connect the plaza with the
riverfront.
Improve visual amenity to the
REX.

ART APPROACH
Place priority on the
incorporation of Destination
artworks.
Draw pedestrians to the river
edge.

1G GOODWILL EXTENSION

1H IRD HERITAGE

2A TREASURY BUILDING +

4A BRIDGE

PRECINCT FEATURES

PRECINCT FEATURES

PRECINCT FEATURES

Ecological trail for pedestrians,
passive space nestled in-between
mangroves and the Brisbane River

Key heritage and mixed use,
retail, and dining zones,
centred around the old
Mansions and Printery
heritage courtyards and
Stephens Lane public realm.

2B LANDS ADMINISTRATION
BUILDING

ART APPROACH
Build moments of
discovery throughout the
site.
Emphasise local
ecology, history/
stories.
Explore incorporation of lighting
to activate the site at night.
Previously completed.

ART APPROACH
Build moments of
discovery throughout the
site.
Emphasise local
heritage features,
history/stories.

PRECINCT FEATURES
Premium retail and hotel destination,
one of Australia’s most striking
heritage buildings, seamlessly linking
to the new retail areas under
Queen’s Park.
ART APPROACH
No new permanent
artworks recommended in
this precinct.
Celebrate and relocate existing
art monuments.

ART APPROACH
Improve visual amenity of the REX.
Create a vibrant energy and
atmosphere to encourage
recreation and play for all
ages.
Offer engaging works that
capture a sense of humour and
delight.
Previously completed.

Key pedestrian corridor between
Queen’s Wharf and South Bank,
direct access into the IRD and major
public realm environments in
Queen’s Wharf.
ART APPROACH
Relocate Neville Bonner bust
sculpture by artist John Elliot
(formally in the late Neville
Bonner building) to the Bridge
public realm (refer to the
Heritage Interpretation Strategy
for details)
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ART OPPORTUNITIES
INTRODUCTION

Above: All POD Sub-Precincts
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ART OPPORTUNITIES
PERMANENT ARTWORK OPPORTUNITIES
This section presents recommendations for the placement and
design of a comprehensive collection of unique and diverse
public artworks (that may be subject to change as the functionality
of public spaces are redefined over time).
Artwork opportunities are summarised with brief descriptions of the
artwork’s role and function
Permanent public artwork opportunities are presented in order of
sub-precincts and are classified by the following four (4) identified
Artwork Types including:





Destination
Precinct Marker
Discovery
Functional

PERMANENT ARTWORK TYPES & DEFINITIONS
DESTINATION
A Destination artwork is sited in a high-profile location, considered
to be of particular significance and interest, with high pedestrian
activity and/ or vehicular traffic. A Destination artwork
predominantly lends itself to a large-scale, stand-alone form or
architectural intervention. It is intended to be an iconic attractor that
is easily identifiable and highly memorable.
PRECINCT MARKER
A Precinct Marker is a focal point within the urban streetscape and
landscape. This may be at a key pedestrian or vehicular decision
point or a rest point along a pathway. Precinct Markers may be
stand-alone or may be a collection of sculptural or integrated
elements and are likely to be medium-to-large-scale and of
moderate proportions.

DISCOVERY
Discovery artworks may be located along or integrated into
a pedestrian pathway to create moments of surprise,
pause and intrigue. Discovery artworks are typically smallto-medium in scale, may be integrated or stand-alone and
may vary in form and number according to requirements.
Discovery artworks may assist with intuitive wayfinding
within a public space through planned placement and
form.
FUNCTIONAL
Functional artworks serve the dual purpose of being
functional objects and artworks. They may take the form
of sculptural seating elements, shade structures and play
elements. Functional artworks can provide platforms for
rest, relaxation, and recreation, and add a distinctive
flavor to the urban environment.
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DESTINATIONRIVERSIDE EXPRESSWAY
(REX) PRECINCT
LOCATION
Queen’s Wharf Plaza and The Landing.
ARTWORK ROLE AND FUNCTION






Enhance the destination appeal of this key pedestrian
and recreational zone, drawing pedestrians under the
REX and to the river’s edge.
Be aesthetically captivating, providing effective visual
amenity (camouflage) to key locations beneath and
adjacent to the REX.
Highly unique, site-specific, visually captivating, and
memorable
Indicative Artwork Opportunity Zone

KEY COLLABORATORS



Landscape Architects (CUSP).
Department of Transport and Main Roads (DTMR)
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DESTINATION
ATRIUM ARRIVAL STATEMENT
LOCATION
George Street Atrium

ARTWORK ROLE AND FUNCTION




Connect people to the entertainment precinct.
Evoke a grand sense of arrival to the IRD and create a
captivating and memorable experience.
Be highly unique and site specific.

KEY COLLABORATORS



Architects (Cottee Parker).
Landscape Architects (Urbis).

Indicative Artwork Opportunity Zone
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DESTINATION
PORT COCHERE ARRIVAL STATEMENT
LOCATION
Porte Cochere
ARTWORK ROLE AND FUNCTION




Celebrate Brisbane’s unique sun-drenched climate through
captivating expressions of colour, movement and/or light.
Evoke a grand sense of arrival to the IRD and create a
distinctive and memorable experience.
Be highly unique and site specific.

KEY COLLABORATORS
 Architects (Cottee Parker).
 Landscape Architects (Urbis).

Indicative Artwork Opportunity Zone

Images are for benchmarking purposes only and are not suggestive of potential artists or concepts.
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DESTINATION
SCULPTURAL BEACON
LOCATION
The Landing
ARTWORK ROLE AND FUNCTION




Enhance the destination appeal of The Landing and deliver
a truly unique experience of the Brisbane River.
Draw people towards the river’s edge and be highly
integrated into the landscaping design of the precinct.
Be highly site-specific, visually captivating, and memorable.

KEY COLLABORATORS


Landscape Architects (CUSP).

Indicative Artwork Opportunity Zone
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ARTWORK CARE
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ARTWORK CARE



Any specific specialist maintenance requirements

ARTWORK SUSTAINABILITY
ARTWORK MAINTENANCE
Maintenance is a key factor in the longevity and quality of public
artworks. The following recommendations may help to ensure that the
benefits generated by public art can be enjoyed over a long period.

All artworks commissioned for Queen’s Wharf should consider the
importance of environmental sustainability.
Throughout the development phases of any artwork, artists, designers,
construction, and installation teams should be encouraged to consider
implications for sustainability and environmental impact as follows:

RESPONSIBILITY FOR MAINTENANCE
Some maintenance requirements are inevitable for any public artwork.
In order that maintenance responsibilities and associated costs are
sustained, it is recommended that responsibility for maintenance is
clearly established at commissioning stage.
CLIMATE AND MATERIALS
There are specific climatic conditions at Queen’s Wharf that must be
considered during artwork development to ensure the longevity of
artworks. These conditions include UV degradation, humidity fatigue,
wear and tear on functional artworks, vehicular pollution at some sites,
and saltwater exposure along the Brisbane River.
To withstand the specific climatic conditions of Queen’s Wharf, artworks
must be of a robust nature, incorporate technologies that are easily
replaced and are constructed from materials suitable for
long- term exterior installations. Suitable materials may include bronze,
brass, aluminium, stainless steel (316 grade), ceramic, mosaic/tile,
concrete, copper, glass (selected types), fiberglass, timber (if treated for
fire and weather).
Where artworks include technology elements, these should be highquality, warrantied components and fittings that are easily accessible
for replacement. Use of LED/fibre optic are recommended for
longevity and power- efficiency of lighting installations.
MAINTENANCE DOCUMENTATION
During the design and construction of public artworks, consideration
should be given to the thorough documentation of the processes
involved in the artwork’s future care and maintenance.
It is recommended that this information is documented in an Artwork
Maintenance Manual including, where applicable:








Contact details for the fabrication company/companies involved.
Materials used during construction and supplier details.
Treatments, aftercare works and processes.
Design and structural drawings.
Predicted lifespan of components.
Location of power source, power supply, water supply etc.
Cleaning program outlining processes and recommended
frequency.

MATERIALS SELECTION
Artists, designers, and construction teams should consider
environmentally preferred material options, based on five primary
considerations:






Proportion of recycled content of the material
End of life recyclability of the material
Total carbon footprint of material
Longevity of the material
Sustainable technologies

MICROCLIMATIC EFFECTS
All structures in our environment, large or small, can affect the
conditions in their immediate locality. Wind tunnels or screens, light
reflection or shadow, radiant heat from surfaces or masses, can all
potentially affect human comfort in a space, positively or negatively.
It is recommended that artists be encouraged to consider how their
designs may affect conditions in the immediate locality of the artwork.
This can be summarised as the localised effect on:





Temperature: heat ‘island’ absorption and radiation/cooling
effect
Light: reflection/focusing/penetration/shading
Wind: tunnelling/cooling/deflection/turbulence/noise
Water: runoff/catch/storage/absorption/evaporation/humidity

CONSTRUCTION PHASE
A number of key elements should be considered during the construction
phase of artworks:





All artists, designers and construction teams should consider the
sustainability of the finished piece. This may include, but not be
confined to, the environmental costs associated with light,
sound, motion, microclimate installation, maintenance, and
lifespan.
Sub-contractors may be assessed with respect to their
environmental awareness, reputation, or credentials.
The design and engineering methods should take into
consideration the complexity of fabrication and assembly and its
carbon emissions impact through energy intensity or efficiency.
QUEEN”S WHARF BRISBANE ART STRATEGY
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PROCUREMENT MODEL
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PROCUREMENT MODEL
DBC will manage the art selection and installation using the
approved public art strategy and curatorial framework.
Key Features of procurement model.




Focus on contemporary Australian and Indigenous Artists.
Invite Expressions of Interests from artists through public
advertisement.
Short list of three artists for each site with nominal payment
for concept submissions.
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APPENDIX
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APPENDIX
BRISBANE CITY CONTEXT
LOCATION & CHARACTER
Located on the east coast of Australia in the heart of one of the
country’s fastest growing regions, Brisbane is the capital of
Queensland — a state well known for its subtropical climate,
natural beauty, and world- class tourist attractions. Brisbane is
characterised as a forward-thinking, optimistic, and welcoming
city.
POPULATION & GOVERNANCE
Brisbane is the third most populous city in Australia with a
metropolitan population of 2.24 million. Unlike other Australian
capital cities, a large portion of the greater metropolitan area of
Brisbane is controlled by a single local government area: The
City of Brisbane. Brisbane has grown to become the largest
local government body (in terms of population and budget) in
Australia.

GEOGRAPHY & CLIMATE
The CBD is situated inside a bend of the Brisbane River,
approximately 15 kilometres from the river’s mouth at
Moreton Bay, creating a picturesque riverfront CDB
environment. The CBD covers an area of 2.2 square
kilometers and is easily walkable. The CBD and
surrounding urban area are partially elevated by spurs of
the Herbert Taylor Range that extends in all directions
along the floodplain of the Brisbane River valley between
Moreton Bay and the Great Dividing Range Brisbane’s
climate is subtropical with hot and humid summers, and
dry, moderately warm winters.

EVENTS & CULTURAL DESTINATIONS
Brisbane has hosted many large cultural, international
and sporting events, including the 1982 Commonwealth
Games, World Expo ‘88, the final Goodwill Games in
2001, and in 2014 the city hosted the 2014 G-20 summit.
Brisbane is also home to the world-class South Bank
Parklands, one of the city’s most important cultural
precincts, which welcomes approximately 11,000,000
people each year. Brisbane’s Queensland Art Gallery |
Gallery of Modern Art (QAGOMA) is the largest
contemporary art gallery in Australia, known for its
regular blockbuster international exhibitions.

ECONOMY & TOURISM
Brisbane is a major business hub in Australia and has seen
consistent economic growth in recent years. Since the early
2000s, the Queensland State Government has been developing
technology and science industries in Queensland as a whole, and
in Brisbane in particular, as part of its ‘Smart State’ initiative.
Tourism in Brisbane is an important and growing industry for the
Queensland economy.

QUEEN ST MALL

QUEEN’S WHARF
CULTURAL CENTRE
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APPENDIX
QUEEN’S WHARF CONTEXT
LOCATION
Located in the heart of Brisbane’s CBD, Queen’s Wharf is a prime
metropolitan precinct. Bordering a significant stretch of the northern
bank of the Brisbane River, the precinct is situated within walking
distance of Queen Street Mall, and the Cultural Precinct and
Parklands of South Bank and South Brisbane.

QUEEN’S WHARF

HISTORY
Layered with over 40,000 years of Indigenous history and 180
years of Colonial history, Queen’s Wharf holds many stories and
marks the point from where Brisbane City was first established.
Once a natural untamed ridge and verdant river edge, it was a site
of great significance for the Traditional owners of the land, offering
an abundance of sea food, as well as a spiritual place for
gathering.
CURRENT CHARACTER
Situated at the centre of the city’s government precinct, Queen’s
Wharf is currently best known for its heritage colonial buildings and
monuments, as well as the vital REX vehicular corridor located
above and along the southern bank of the river. The site contains a
great deal of prime underutlised built and riverfront land including
heritage buildings and vacant land.
DEVELOPMENT VISION
Through the vision of the Queensland Government, the Queens
Wharf project is planned to transform this site into a vital
international tourism, culture, entertainment and recreation precinct
for the city and Queensland. The site will feature an integrated
casino resort, six-star hotel and high-level retail and entertainment
offerings. The realisation of this development will re-activate a
large parcel of CBD land and will offer greater connection between
the two banks of the central riverfront.
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QUEEN’S WHARF CONTEXT
SITE GEOGRAPHY
EXECUTIVE BUILDING

The Queen’s Wharf development area covers a 9.4-hectare area
and includes a combination of wet and dry land including natural
mangroves. The site is bordered: to the north by George Street; to
the east by Alice Street and the Botanical Gardens; to the south by
the Brisbane River; and to the west by the southern end of the
Queen Street Mall and the northern entrance to the Victoria Bridge.
The site combines a built urban ridge, with George Street
representing the highest point within the precinct, and a large area
of undeveloped river edge, located beneath the REX.
SITE ACTIVITY
The site is activated by vehicular and pedestrian movement. Key
movement pathways and activities will naturally change and
increase with the development and redesign of the precinct.
However current major pedestrian routes include the Queen Street
Mall and George Street, with a major vehicular and pedestrian
connection to South Bank accessed via the Victoria Bridge.

80 GEORGE STREET

NEVILLE BONNER BUILDING

TREASURY HOTEL

1 WILLIAM STREET

TREASURY CASINO
STEPHENS LANE

OLD PRINTERY

EXISTING HERITAGE BUILDINGS & SITES
The development area encompasses a number of attractive and
versatile heritage buildings and sites that house and embody
unique histories of the site, offering opportunities for renewed
tenancy and activation, including: The Treasury Casino; Queens
Garden; the Treasury Hotel; the Old Printery Building; Stephens
Lane; the Mansions and Harris Terrace; the National Trust
Building; the Commissariat Stores Museum; the Old State Library
Building; and the site of the original Queen’s Wharf Docks.

HARRIS TERRACE

COMMISSARIAT
OLD STATE LIBRARY
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